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UNITED 5TATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGICN VI
801 MORTH 5TH STREET
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS g6101

0 @ MAR U4

Mr. Rederick L. Bremby, Secretary

“anzaz Department of TTealth & Environment

(HTce of the Seoretary RECEIVED
1000 5W Jackson, Suite 340

Topeka, Kansas 66612-1368 MAR 05 2004

A TER
Re: Smoky Hill/Saline Basin TMDLs BUREAU OF W
Dear Mr. Tiremby:

Toas letter is in response to 3 Total Maximum Daily Load {TMDL) documents submilied by
the Kunsas Dieparument of Health and Environment and recaived by the ULS, Eavironmental
Protection Agency (EPA) on January 28, 2004. Specifically, these ? documents, representing
their waterbodies and impairments were addressed:

Cedar BlufT Lake and Smeky Hill River (Elkader, Gove, and Trego) - Sulfate
smoky Hill River (Saling) - Biology, revisions received February 5 and 18, 2004
Fanapolis Lake, Smaky Hill River (Ellsworth, Wilson, Russell, and Schoenchen),
Beaver Creek, Coal Creek, Fossil Creele, Goose Creek, Landon Creck, and
Sellens Creek — Sulfate, revistons reccived Febmary 18 and 19, 2004

et e

In all, the 3 documents constitute 131 TMDLs for waterbedies identifed on the 2002 Kansas
§303(d} list, and lecated in the Smoky TTill/Saline Basin. In addition to ful illing the Clean
Water Act statuory reguirement to develop TMDLs for those waters listed on the Kansas
§303(d) list, this submission was made pursuant to Paragraph 7 of the Consent Decree
requizements entered on April 13, 1998,

EPA has completed its review of these TMDL documents and by this Lettar, EPA
approves the 3 TMIY documents submitted. Region 7 TMDL review forms are enclosed with
this letter that summarize the rationale for EPA’s approval for cach TMIN. document. EPA
belicves the separate elements of the TMDLs deseribed ir. the 1eview forms adequately address
the pollutants of concern, taking into consideration seasonal variation and a margin of safety.

EPA 13 currently engaged in consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act
with the LS. Fish and Wildlife Service reparding thase TMDLS, While EPA is approving these
THELs at the presert time, EPA may decide that changes to the TMDOLs are warranted husad
upon the resulls of the consultation when it is completed.

EPA commends KDHE on its efforts w submit these TMIDLs for the Smoky Hill/Saline
Basin as set forth in the Consert Decree requiremenss, FPA appreciates the thoughtfial
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teamwork and parnering effort that Kansas has put forth in the developmens of these Smoky
Hill/Salinz Basin IMDLs as well. We will continue to cooperate and assisl, as appropriate, in
future efforts by Kansas to develop TMDLs,

— - . N e &
Water, Wetlands, and Pesticides Division
Enclogares

cet Tom Stiles, Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Topeka, KS
John Simpson, KNRC, Inc., Kansas City, MO



